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The summary of this incident is based upon Complaint/ Supplementary Reports (Exhibit A), tape recording- Ț 
ofradio car traffic (Exhibit B), diagram of the scene (Exhibit C) and photographs (Exhibit D). This summary 
does not include interviews of department members involved in the incident by Internal Affairs Bureau 
(IAB) investigators. Their accounts of the shooting were obtained by Homicide Bureau investigators who 


interviewed the involved department personnel. 


On December 10, 1997, Lieutenant Willa Glover and Sergeants Jerry Greene and Roger Zombek of IAB 
and Sergeant Ed Cook of the Training Bureau were notified that East Los Angeles Station personnel had 
been involved ina vehicle pursuit and subsequent shooting at the termination of the pursuit which resulted 
in the wounding of two deputies. After arriving at the scene of the shooting, 900 block of North Record 
Avenue, East Los Angeles, IAB investigators contacted Lieutenant Joe Brown of Homicide Bureau who 
provided preliminary details of the incident as relayed to him by Homicide Bureau investigators Sergeant 


Isaac Aguilar and Deputy [i 


The investigation revealed that on December 9, 1997, at approximately 23 16 hours, Deputies S 
HR. (Field Training Officer) and Sean Van Leeuwen, (newly assigned to 
patrol, in his second month of trainirig), were working Unit23A PMs. They observed a suspicious vehicle 
in the area of Floral Avenue and Brannick Avenue, East Los Angeles. The vehicle was described as a 
Gray, Toyota Camry, Ca. Lic. #4. occupied by two youthful looking males. As the vehicle drove 
eastbound on Folsom Street from Marianna Avenue, Deputy Van Leeuwen ran the car’s license plate via 
their Mobile Digital Terminal (MDT). They were advised by Sheriff's Communication Center (SCC) that 
the vehicle was reported stolen on December 6, 1997, out of Temple Station. 


Deputy EEE reported they were “Code 9" (following the vehicle only) awaiting back up from 
other ELA units. The suspects’ vehicle turned southbound onto Hazard Avenue where an assisting, one 
person unit, Deputy Peter Lavin, #8] (Unit 23 EMs), pulled his marked radio car behind Deputies 
HE 2226 Vian Leeuwen’s unit. The suspects’ vehicle turned westbound onto Cesar Chavez 
Avenue where another assisting unit, occupied by Deputies Timothy Phillips, | and Frank 
Dominguez, {J (24D PMs) became the third sheriff s unit to follow the suspects’ vehicle. Deputy 

attempted to stop the vehicle by activating her car’s overhead red lights. The suspects’ 
vehicle failed to yield and she then activated her siren and advised SCC that she was in pursuit. The 
suspects’ car failed to yield and failed to stop for the red traffic signal at Cesar Chavez Avenue and Record 
Avenue. The pursuit was broadcast by Deputy Lavin. The suspects’ vehicle turned northbound Record 
Avenue, not yielding to the deputies’ efforts to stop their car. The suspects’ vehicle stopped at the dead 
end of Record Avenue. 
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Record Avenue isa dead end, two lane street extending north from Floral Drive, and is linéd on both sides 
with single family residences and duplexes. At the end of the 800 block of Record Avenue, thé roadway 
appears to end as the curb circles similar to the end of a cul-de-sac. The street actually continlues ina 
northerly direction through a driveway at the north end of the cul-de-sac. At that point, the street narrows 


to approximately 20 feet in width. A short distance north of where the street narrows, a cinder block 


retaining wall lines the east edge ofthe road and the wall stands approximately 10 to 12 feetin height. The 
west side ofthe road is lined with parked cars and west of the cars are single family residences and one 
two-story duplex. From the intersection of Record Avenue and Floral Drive, Record Avenue continues 
inanortherly direction at å steady incline. At the point where Record Avenue narrows at the beginning of 
the 900 block, the incline steepens significantly. Across the road at the dead end of Record Avenue isa 
steel gate. North of the gate is a dirt path which continues northward through heavy brush, up a steep 
embankment. 


Deputy EEE stopped her car a short distance behind the stolen car. The driver was observed 
by both Deputies [EE and Van Leeuwen to have exited the car and flee on foot in anorthwest 
direction through a residential area. The suspects’ vehicle rolled backward and came to rest against the 
front bumper of their patrol car. 


Deputy Lavin stopped his patrol car approximately one car length behind, and in line with, Deputy 
HED s patrol vehicle. The street was too narrow for him to place his car parallel with Deputy BE 
HER scar fora felony stop. He exited his patrol carand immediately heard semi-automatic rounds being 
fired. He took a position of cover and concealment behind his car. 


Deputy Phillips said that as he stopped his patrol car approximately one and one-half car lengths behind 
Deputy Lavin’s vehicle, he exited and heard gun fire. He took a position of cover and concealment with 
Deputy Lavin. 


Deputy Dominguez said that as he exited the passenger side door of his car, he heard popping sounds and 
saw a male standing on the passenger side of the suspects’ vehicle. He was immediately struck in the chest 
bya bullet, which hit the trauma plate in his protective vest. He immediately took a position of cover and 
concealment behind a cinder block wall. 


Deputy Van Leeuwen said the passenger of the suspect vehicle got out with his left side toward the 
deputies, as if he were backing out of the car. The suspect immediately pulled a MAC 90, 7.62 mm x 
39mm semi-automatic rifle from the seat, turned facing him and began shooting at him and Deputy SEE 
HEE while they were both still seated in their car. The suspect’s rounds went down range and other 
rounds struck the hood and windshield of their car. Deputy Van Leeuwen, while seated in the car, 
returned fire and leaned to his left to get out oft the suspect's line of fire, but was struck by glass in his right 
eye, and shrapnel to his left wrist, left arm and right thigh. Deputy Van Leeuwen said he emptied one 
magazine, reloaded and then fired more rounds. 
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Deputy EE said that as the suspect fired upon her and her partner she could not immediately 
lean to her right to avoid being struck by the rounds because Deputy Van Leeuwen was already leaning 
across the seat. She withdrew her weapon, transferred the gun to her left hand, and started shooting at the 
suspect-from her now open car door. X 


wh 
Deputy Phillips said he moved from Deputy Lavin’s car and took a position behind a small pick up truck 


parked at the west curb line. Deputy Phillips said that as Deputy EE exited her car and began 
to crawl away ina southerly direction, the suspect was tracking her movements and shooting at her. Deputy 
Phillips said he fired numerous rounds at the suspect. He said he fired at least two full magazines, reloaded 
a third magazine and continued to shoot at the suspect. 


Deputy Dominguez said he determined that his bulletproof vest had stopped the suspect’s round. He 
withdrew his weapon and proceeded northbound on Record Avenue, engaging the suspect, by shooting 
at him. Deputy Dominguez said he reloaded his weapon at least once. Deputies Phillips and Dominguez 
said the suspect stopped shooting and ran northbound out of view. . “ 


Deputy Van Leeuwen said that as the shooting stopped he opened his passenger’ s door and observed the 
suspect’s rifle laying on the ground. He exited the car and ran southbound where he was met by Deputies 
Lavin and Dominguez who moved him to a better place of cover and concealment. Deputies Lavin and 
HER then escorted him to a radio car where he was transported to a hospital. 


IABNOTE: Deputy Van Leeuwen fired a total of 22 rounds frm a distance of approximately 
12 feet. 


Deputy {EE fired a total of 26 rounds from approximately 15 feet away. 
Deputy Phillips fired a total of 49 rounds from a distance of 45 feet. 


Deputy Dominguez fired a total of 19 rounds from approximately 80 feet as he 
began firing and continued to fire as he closed the distance. 


i The deputies fired 116 rounds from their Beretta pistols; the suspect fired a total 
of 27 rounds. 


A containment was immediately established but both suspects escaped. The driver, Carlos Javier Sanchez, 
M/H 18, was apprehended on December 10, 0135 hours, by Deputy Kenyon Evers, 4. and Unit 
240K9-9, K-9 “Dax” P-52 of the Special Enforcement Bureau: Suspect Sanchez was found one block 
from the shooting, hiding under a patio deck at J Geraghty Avenue. 


The passenger/shooter, Ernest Jacinto Velasco, M/H 18, was apprehended at 0640 hours by Sergeant 
Aguilar, Deputy EE Sergeant Al Garcia, 4 (Safe Streets Bureau, East Los Angeles Station) 
and-Deputy Shaun Mc Carthy, 4 (Safe Streets Bureau, East Los Angeles Station). Suspect 
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Velasco was found approximately two miles from the shooting at a residence at] 


Deputy Van Leeuwen sustained bullet, glass or fragment wounds to his face, right eye, left arm, left wiist 
and right thigh. The most serious injury, caused by glass splinters, was to his eye. He was transported t to 
Los Angeles County/University of Southern California Medical Center by patrol car. Deputy Van Leeuwen 
returned to full duty and completed his patrol training at East Los Angeles Station. 


Deputy Dominguez sustained blunt trauma and bruising to the center of his chest. He was transported to 
Los Angeles County/University of Southern California Medical Center by ambulance where he was treated 
and réleased. Deputy Dominguez returned to full duty and is currently assigned to Narcotics Bureau, 
Century Station. 


Suspect Velasco, upon his arrest, stated that he had been struck by deputies’ gunfire. He sustained minor, 
grazing wounds to the left side of his hip, right side and face. He was transported to Los Angeles 
County/University of Southern California Medical Center, treated for his injuries and booked at the Jail 
Ward. : 


The District’s Attorney’s office filed felony complaint BA 160753, charging Carlos Javier Sanchez and 
Ernest Jacinto Velasco with five counts each of Attempted Murder 664/187 P.C. 


On November 19, 1998; as part ofa plea negotiation, Suspect Carlos Sanchez was convicted of one count 
of Assault With a Firearm on a Peace Officer, 245(D)(1) PC, and sentenced to nine years in state prison. 
On December 1, 1998, Suspect Ernest Velasco was convictéd of two counts of Attempted Murder, 
664/187(A) PC, and sentenced to life plus 13 years in state prison. 


It does not appear that either suspect had any felony strikes against them. 
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